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the banks, into which gums and resins were thrown which
perfumed the air with clouds of incense. The new ruler
was stripped of his garments, plastered all over with a
sticky clay, and then powdered with gold dust. This
golden being, attended by four sub-chiefs, afterwards em-
barked upon a raft made of reeds, ornamented with gold,
and furnished with four braziers for burning incense. At
his feet was piled a mound of gold and emeralds, and
amidst shouts of the multitude, and the sound of whistles
and other instruments, he was paddled or poled out into
the middle of the lake. There he plunged into the waters
and washed off the coating of clay and gold dust, which
together with the gold and emeralds were considered to
be offerings made to the gods. The new chieftain then
returned naked to the shore and was henceforth the god-
like ruler of the district1

In 1541 another German pioneer, PHILIP VON HUTEN,
sent out by the house of Velser, and beloved by his men
and by the Amerindians for his humanity and kindliness,
organized a great expedition to search for El Dorado.
After many disappointments and sufferings, due partly to
their having followed here and there in the track of the
devastating Hernan Quesada, they at length reached a
city of the Waupe, or Guaype, Indians. On the way
thither sickness and famine had pressed hard on this ex-
pedition. The men could only appease their hunger by
placing the bare cobs of maize at the mouths of ants' nests

1 One description of him in Spanish, written by Francisco Lopez de Gomara, in his
General History of the Indies, published first about 1552-3, may be given as follows:
'All the service of his house, his table and kitchen, was of gold and silver, except the
meaner or rougher utensils, which were made of silver or copper, for their greater
hardness and strength. This monarch had in his wardrobe hollow statues of gold
which seemed gigantic, and figures in proportion of all the beasts, birds, trees, and
herbs that his country produced, or fishes found in the waters of the land. He had
also ropes, bundles, chests, and troughs of gold and silver, and ingots of gold shaped
like pieces of firewood/'